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Conservation Powered By 
Outdoor Recreation
What makes special places so special? It’s not just how pretty they are. Or how 
well they photograph. Or where they’re located. Places become special because 
of the personal connections we form with them. And the outdoor community has a 
powerful connection to place ... the berms, the breaks, the sunrises, the trees in the 
park that started the lifelong love of the outdoors. This connection to place makes 
us a powerful force for conservation, because the more experiences we have, the 
stronger and more numerous our connections to the outdoors. 

Outdoor Alliance mobilizes the power of human-powered outdoor enthusiasts to 
protect public lands and waters. Public land and conservation policy is complex, 
and Outdoor Alliance knows how to effect meaningful change. We do the hard 
work, ensuring that we’re not just talking but making a measurable impact on all 
public lands and waters. That means building relationships with decision makers, 
enthusiasts, and activists to preserve trails, create new legislation, share maps, and 
empower others to protect the places in their backyards and beyond. It’s type 2 
fun, but the outdoor recreation community has plenty of motivation to make sure 
special places will be around for generations to come. 

In 2022, the outdoor community made historic strides on climate and public land 
protections. 

p. 3Annual Report 2022



Our mission is to unite the voices of  
outdoor enthusiasts to protect the  
human-powered outdoor recreation  
experience and conserve America’s  
public lands.
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Advocacy is a long game, and one of the big 
lessons of 2022 is that persistence and patience 
pay off when you are making the world a better 
place.

The passage of historic climate funding was 
a success many years in the making. Outdoor 
recreationists experience the effects of climate 
change firsthand, and they are powerful voices in 
support of climate action. From rallying support from 
outdoor communities in key states to helping send 
more than 16,000 letters to lawmakers in support 
of climate investments, we played a key role in 
making sure the package passed, even when the 
outcome looked shaky. And our advocacy ensured 
that conservation and restoration of public lands 
and waters—which will have benefits for outdoor 
recreation as well as climate—were a big part of the 
final package. 

Outdoor Alliance helped secure President 
Biden’s first new national monument, Camp Hale-
Continental Divide National Monument, which was 

a tribute to the human-powered outdoor recreation 
community. The protections are testament to 
the long and winding road of advocacy work—
Outdoor Alliance had worked on the CORE Act, 
which formed the foundation for the monument 
designation, for nearly a decade. 

While some of our other moonshots didn’t become 
reality, including a recreation policy package called 
America’s Outdoor Recreation Act, we’ve been in 
the game long enough to know that every time we 
bring important legislation close to the finish line, we 
build momentum for the next opportunity.

Thanks for all your support in 2022, and we are 
looking forward to everything we can achieve 
together in 2023. 

Adam Cramer
CEO, Outdoor Alliance

Letter from outdoor alliance ceo
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https://www.outdooralliance.org/blog/2022/8/5/congress-passes-countrys-largest-ever-climate-package
https://www.outdooralliance.org/blog/2022/10/3/a-deep-dive-into-how-the-inflation-reduction-act-will-protect-public-lands-and-the-climate
https://www.outdooralliance.org/blog/2022/10/3/a-deep-dive-into-how-the-inflation-reduction-act-will-protect-public-lands-and-the-climate


2022 At a glance

278,804 Acres
Protected through the  
Camp Hale-Continental 
Divide National Monument

225,504 Acres
20-year mineral withdrawal 
in the Boundary Waters

$20.4 million 
How much human-powered outdoor recreation supports in 
annual visitor spending on the Manti La Sal National Forest, 
according to our economic study

Billions for 
the outdoors 
$2 billion for wildfire resilience on  
National Forests

$700 million for USFS Forest Legacy 
Program

$500 million for conservation and 
restoration at Interior

$500 million for staffing at the 
National Park Service

$20 million for priority deferred 
maintenance projects on National Parks

$1.5 billion for urban green space 
through the Urban and Community 
Forestry program (a huge increase over 
its average $32 million budget)

How we get it done
224
meetings with lawmakers

30
comments + policy letters 
to lawmakers

100
datasets shared with the public

40,648
letters to decisionmakers, generated 
by action alerts
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https://www.outdooralliance.org/blog/2022/10/7/camp-hale
https://www.outdooralliance.org/blog/2022/6/30/progress-towards-protecting-the-boundary-waters-canoe-area-wilderness
https://www.outdooralliance.org/manti-la-sal-economic-reports
https://www.outdooralliance.org/blog/2022/10/3/a-deep-dive-into-how-the-inflation-reduction-act-will-protect-public-lands-and-the-climate
https://www.outdooralliance.org/blog/2022/10/3/a-deep-dive-into-how-the-inflation-reduction-act-will-protect-public-lands-and-the-climate


Climate & Energy Policy

Historic Climate Investments 

Outdoor recreationists have been a key voice in building support 
for climate action. In 2022, the outdoor community advocated for a 
package of climate investments. These investments included historic 
funding for restoring and protecting public lands and waters, which are 
a key way to address climate change.

Our outreach included more than 16,000 of letters from outdoor 
recreationists to lawmakers, op-eds encouraging policymakers to 
take action, hundreds of meetings with decision makers, and building 
recreation coalitions to advocate for support from key Senators for 
climate investments. 

The results were nothing short of monumental, with Congress 
approving billions of dollars to make public lands resilient to wildfire, 
protect old growth forests, conserve forests for carbon storage and 
recreation access, and address restoration across public lands. 
Outdoor recreationists experience the effects of climate change 
firsthand, and their voices were a powerful voice for climate action. 
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Using Data to Protect the Outdoors

Partnering to Protect a Gem of the PNW

Mt. Hood and the Columbia River Gorge are famous for their world-
class recreation opportunities, including whitewater paddling, 
kiteboarding, hiking, mountain biking, backpacking, camping, 
backcountry and cross-country skiing, and climbing all close to 
population centers in Portland and the Gorge. Increasing wildfire risk, 
population growth, and high visitation have put pressure on this special 
landscape.

In 2022, Outdoor Alliance worked closely with Representative 
Blumenauer to develop a plan to protect Mt. Hood and the Columbia 
River Gorge. The resulting bill was the paradigm of balanced 
conservation, recreation, and Tribal co-management. It included 
important Tribal co-management areas, sustainable recreation plans 
for access and transportation, laid the groundwork for new hiking and 
mountain biking trails, and mitigated fire risk alongside providing new 
protections for the landscape. 

Outdoor Alliance’s GIS Lab provided mapping and data support to 
ensure the bill protects and improves outdoor recreation, conserves 
valuable lands and waters, and prioritizes equitable access.

Read More
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https://www.outdooralliance.org/blog/2022/5/6/new-protections-for-oregons-columbia-river-gorge-and-mt-hood-on-the-horizon
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/1df957b353864f7db041c64728371e88


Protecting Places that Matter

Camp Hale Continental Divide National Monument

The designation of the Camp Hale-Continental Divide National 
Monument protected 278,804 acres of public land in Colorado and 
is a testament to the history of human-powered outdoor recreation 
in the U.S. 

The Camp-Hale Continental Divide National Monument was 
designated in 2022 after a decade of work from Outdoor Alliance 
and our partners to protect the area. Camp Hale is a birthplace 
of backcountry skiing and a tribute to the history of human-
powered outdoor recreation in the U.S. It is where Tenth Mountain 
Division soldiers were trained in climbing, backcountry skiing, and 
mountaineering in the 1940’s on trails and mountains that are still 
popular among outdoor recreationists today. 

Outdoor Alliance worked for many years to protect the landscapes 
included in the Camp Hale-Continental Divide National Monument. 
We worked closely with Colorado’s Senator Bennet for protections 
through the CORE Act, and, in the lead up to Monument designation, 
shared key information with the White House about the relationship 
between the area’s military and recreation history, ensuring that 
the monument’s boundaries encompassed the historic recreation 
uses in the area. The results of these overtures were reflected 
in boundaries embracing important recreational uses, as well as 
proclamation language that not only recognizes outdoor recreation 
activities, but is groundbreaking in recognizing recreation history as 
itself a protected object.
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Forest Planning

A Forest Planning Success on Montana’s Custer Gallatin 
National Forest

Forest Planning is a once-in-a-generation opportunity to shape the 
future of our national forests. Every 15-20 years, each U.S. National 
Forest is tasked with revising its Forest Plan, creating a blueprint for 
how the forest is managed. At their best, Forest Plans do the difficult 
job of balancing wildly diverse uses, while ensuring that the land —
and all that it offers—will be sustainably managed for generations to 
come. 

On Montana’s 3.2 million-acre Custer Gallatin National Forest, 
Outdoor Alliance worked alongside local partners for five years to 
secure a final forest plan that preserved and enhanced recreation 
opportunities and increased land protections. The final plan 
included many critical compromises to protect both backcountry 
mountain biking at the Porcupine Buffalo Horn and secure strong 
conservation protections for the wider landscape.
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How Outdoor Alliance Works
How does Outdoor Alliance work? We are a small but mighty team with deep expertise on public 
land policy, strong relationships with decision makers, and a toolbox of effective advocacy 
strategies that lawmakers listen to. We:  

Understand the issues deeply:
Outdoor Alliance coordinates and runs weekly meetings with 
its Joint Policy Shop, a team of public-lands policy experts from 
different user communities, which operates as a think tank and 
policy powerhouse for conservation.

Build long-term relationships and trust:
We regularly meet and foster working relationships with our 
member groups, legislators, the current administration, land-
management agencies, policy and decision makers, local 
stakeholders, and other advocacy groups that have an interest 
in conservation (along with many that don’t).

Rely on a data-informed approach:
We use meticulously-sourced data and people’s on-the-ground 
experiences to cut through complex issues and chart the best 
course of action forward.

Empower individuals to make a 
difference:
We are experts in the complex world of public policy and 
advocacy, and we use that expertise to help educate people 
and provide them the tools to speak up and take action; we 
help the outdoor community convert their passion for the 
outdoors into the most effective advocacy.
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Call to Action
People who recreate outdoors are deeply connected to the special places they climb, 

hike, bike, paddle, ski, and surf.
Outdoor Alliance protects those special places by bringing together the voices of 

America’s outdoor recreation community. By working together, we protect the outdoor 
experience for everyone to enjoy. 

It’s type 2 fun, and we invite you to join us in ensuring these special places will be 
around for generations to come.

Join us to protect your outdoor adventures.

Sign Up
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Financials

Total Revenue
$1.4M

Total Expenses
$1.2M

Program Services 93% Management & 
General 6%

Fundraising 1%

Foundation 60% Corporate 22% Individuals 9%

Member Organizations 
4%

In-Kind 4%

Other 1%
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Supporting Partners
Outdoor Alliance is proud to partner with companies that support the protection of the public 
lands and waters where we hike, paddle, ski, mountain bike, climb, and surf. 

We wish to thank the following companies for their generous support of our work:
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Donors
Outdoor Alliance would like to thank the following individuals, foundations, corporations, and 
organizations for their generous support in 2022. All of these supporters donated $100 or 
more in support of protecting the public lands and waters where we hike, paddle, ski,  
mountain bike, climb, and surf.

10 Barrel Brewing
Access Fund
Adam Cramer
Adriana Jemison
Allen Sanderson
American Alpine Club
American Canoe 
 Association
American Whitewater
Andrew Davis
Anne Lown
Annelies Paine
Ashley Morgan
Austin Kriz
Barbara Hecht
Becca and Fitz Cahall
Benjamin O’Connor
Beth Steeves
Blythe Burge
Bobby Voit
Branch Russell
Brandon Jones
Brett Stevenson
Brian Gardze
Caroline Joyce
Charles Walbridge
Chris Valasek
Christopher Hest

Christopher Jerard
Christopher Winter
Colin Barnes
Collin and Jayna 
 Swan
Colorado Mountain 
 Club
Connelly Brown
Craig McKibben and 
 Sarah Merner
Dan and Amy 
 Nordstrom
Dan Davies
Daniel Frelke
David Bishop
David Cramer
David M Simpson
David Taylor
Dianne Cress
Donald Beland
Doug Robinson
Dustin Weller
Eileen Conboy
Emily Taylor
Eric Chandler
Eric Keefer
Evan Rogers
Geoffrey Steeves

George B. Storer 
 Foundation
Glenn Randall
Greg Lesoine
Greg Nelson
Greg Timm
Hannah Jones
Harrison Whitten
Helen Wheat
Holly Baly
IMBA
Immersion Research
Iris Sinkel
Jack Sellinger
Jainee Dial
Jeff Alkema
Jeffrey Erdoes
Jenni Henry
Jennifer Eleazar
Jennifer Mechem
Jerry Dischler
Jim and Addrien 
 McLean
Joan May
John Doherty
John Jakimiak
John Weld
Joman Chu

Jonah Meyers
Jonathan Ryan
Joseph Krawczyk
Joseph Weaver
Julie Lorah
Jure Poberaj
Kai Kinder
Karen and Clark 
 Bunting
Katherine Tsai and 
 Jay Fletcher
Kelley Carter
Kimberly Wilson
Kristin Carpenter
Kyle Vickstrom
Lawrence Cayton
Leah Colatosti
Leigh Schwarz
Levi Rose
Lewis Peterson
Lindsay VanDellen
Lindsey Davis
Liquid Fusion 
 Kayaking
Liz and Luther Propst
Logan Knowles
Logan Smith
Lyn Knowles

Madelyn Moulden
Maggie Israel
Marie Allison
Mark Menlove
Mark Singleton
Martha Johnson
Martin LeBlanc
Martinique Grigg
Marybeth Morrice
Matthew Perkins
Matthew Woodman
Maude Hecht
Mazamas
Meghann McKale
Michael Baly
Melody Burdette
Michael And Colleen 
 Gonzales
Michael Coco
Michael Collins
Michael Connolly
Michael Hennesy
Michael Humphries
Michael Keverline
Michael Mann
Michelle Napoli
Mighty Arrow Family 
 Foundation

Milton Stanley
Mitchell Tibbetts
Natalie Klapp
Neal Kaplan
New Belgium Brewing
Oliver Stewart
Olivia Summerfield
Patagonia
Patrick Murray
Patrick T Kelly
Paul Heffernan
Paula G Billman
Peak Design
Peter Hampson
Peter and Kathleen 
 Metcalf
Peter Paine
Peter Scanlon
Peter Wilk
Pew Charitable Trusts
Rachel Bandi
Randal Graham
Randy Luskey
Raymond Gerard
REI
Richard Elrauch
Richard Johnson
Rob Pettersen

Robert Akins
Robert And Tracey 
 Williams
Robert Lee
Robert Tekiela
Roger Mellem
Ronald Rogers
Ross Saldarini
Ryan Danell
Ryan Delaney
Ryan Stevenson
Sandra Relyea
Scott Eisenberg
Seamus Kelly
Sheriar Jamshedji
Stacey Curry
Stanley Rein
Stuart Kahn
Surfrider Foundation
Susan Wagner
Suzanne Dee
Tania Lown-Hecht
The Conservation 
 Alliance
The Mountaineers
The North Face
Theodore Theisen
Theresa Hennesy

Thomas O’Keefe
Thomas Reynolds
Thomas Timmer
Tom Lambright
Tom Vogl
Tonica Voorhies
Tor Anderson
Travis Miller
Trevor Geller
True Myth Wines
Valerie Pufahl
VF Foundation
Wade Blackwood
Wayne Carlson
Wesley Allred
White Salmon Baking
Wilburforce 
 Foundation
William Hickel
William Hudson
William McCauley
Winter Wildlands 
 Alliance
YETI
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Board of Directors & Staff

Board of Directors

Board Chair
Katherine Tsai

Secretary
Tom Vogl

Treasurer
Chris Winter

Board Members
Beth Spilman
Brian Joyner
Chad Nelsen
Gabe Vasquez
Jenni Henry
Joan May
Kent McNeill 
Lindsey Davis
Luther Propst
Mark Singleton
Peter Metcalf
Todd Walton

Staff

Chief Executive Officer
Adam Cramer

Policy Director
Louis Geltman

Vice President of Communications & 
Strategy
Tania Lown-Hecht

Development and Operations Director
Logan Knowles

Land Use Planning & GIS Director
Levi Rose

California Program Manager
Katie Hawkins

Policy Associate
Jamie Ervin

Communications & Marketing  
Associate
Nicole Brown
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Our mission is to unite the voices of outdoor enthusiasts to protect the 
human-powered outdoor recreation experience and conserve  

America’s public lands.

1602 L St NW
Washington DC 20036


